
StartSmart Birth Gifts Create A Bright Future for Children  

Dear MUW Supporters,

We are honored and excited to serve as General
Campaign Co-Chairs of the 2025 Our Monadnock, Our
Impact fundraising campaign. As longtime MUW
supporters, we are inspired every day by the powerful
work being done to support local communities—and we
know it would not be possible without you. Let’s work
together to ensure our neediest neighbors receive the
assistance and resources necessary to thrive in our
wonderful Monadnock Region.  

This year’s goal is $1,519,000! Over the coming
months, we’ll share stories, updates, and opportunities
for you to get involved. We’ll start today with an update
of MUW’s StartSmart program. 

Birth Gifts with a Purpose
Local companies and individuals have gifted StartSmart
birth gifts to parents of new babies since 2018. These
fun, brain-developing gifts benefit babies and their
family/caregivers well into the future. A child’s brain
grows the fastest from birth through age five. StartSmart
birth gifts help create a bright future for children and
include:

A set of four board books for the new baby
A book for parents and caregivers: Social
Emotional Tools for Life: Five Parenting
Strategies to Support Emotional Development
A set of fun tips for early childhood brain
development from Vroom™

​Each gift costs $55.00 and is delivered wrapped in a
flannel baby blanket with your customized
congratulations card.  

Donate Today!

MUW was so pleased to
receive the Super Friend
Award from the
Monadnock Community
Pyramid Model (MCPM)
team in recognition of our
strong support of its
mission. Read more about
the MCPM's
accomplishments in their
2024-2025 Annual Report.

Alicia Deaver, Executive
Director. Rise for baby and
family presents the Super
Friends award to MUW staff.
(l to r: Alicia Deaver, Liz
LaRose, Katie Gardella,
Stephanie Latini, Sophie
Carney-Brenner, Ellen

https://www.muw.org/2025campaign
https://www.muw.org/impact/startsmart
https://www.vroom.org/
http://www.muw.org
https://fundraise.givesmart.com/form/ZRKvlQ?vid=1i9ddi
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=monadnock community pyramid model
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=monadnock community pyramid model
http://www.muw.org/sites/muw/files/2024-2025  MCPM Annual Report FINAL for email.pdf
https://www.riseforbabyandfamily.org/
https://www.belletetes.com/
https://www.fentondealerships.com/
https://douglascuddletoy.com/
https://www.guyerroofing.com/roofing-repairs?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22663257074&gbraid=0AAAAA_4ClThBTj7Ipz-5DwfblMK4sJb-H&gclid=CjwKCAjwpMTCBhA-EiwA_-MsmRamjFKuZz3VwXkyZes-batLrkag8a1kW88ud9ux9MMAiuN7r_q9gRoCmtoQAvD_BwE
https://www.nbtbank.com/
https://mascoma.bank/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21723563936
https://www.kapiloff.com/
https://mpm.com/
https://walpolebank.com/
https://foardpanel.com/
https://dalessio.com/
https://www.kcs-architects.com/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=unitedway&nav=c043073a-8bd1-4352-b452-0d811007f91e


This Gift Keeps On Giving
A portion of the proceeds from each StartSmart gift
purchase supports the enrollment of another deserving
local child in Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library.
Designed to inspire a love of reading in children, each
child in the program receives a book free of charge
(mailed directly to their home) from birth to age five.
This results in a personal library of up to 60 books! 

Mascoma Bank Grant Extends StartSmart’s Reach
For a second year Mascoma Bank has provided a
families with limited resources. MUW works with partner
agencies to identify recipients and then purchases
StartSmart packages for them with the funds provided
by Mascoma Bank. Their $2,500 grant will enable us to
give 45 packages to local families this year!

"Thanks to Mascoma Bank's generosity, we
can provide essential materials that nurture
infant development and support parents on
their journey. Every family deserves access

to these resources, and we are deeply
grateful to Mascoma Bank for helping us
bridge the gap for families with limited

resources in our community,”
--Sophie Carney-Brenner, MUW Donor Relations

Manager

We’ve hit the ground running and can’t wait to partner
with you to make this year’s Our Monadnock, Our
Impact campaign a runaway success!

Sincerely,

Taetzsch and baby Fern)

If you'd like to read more
about the Pyramid Model,
and the impact it's having
on children, families, and
early childcare educators,
click here.

We are proud of our
exemplary charity ratings!

  

Check out our newsletter
archive.

https://imaginationlibrary.com/
https://mascoma.bank/
https://www.muw.org/impact/pm
https://www.facebook.com/MonadnockUnitedWay/
https://www.instagram.com/monadnockuw/
https://www.muw.org/news/newsletters


​Ashley Elliott, Board Chair, Rise for baby and family
Tom Julius, Board Chair, Monadnock Interfaith Project
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