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One Gonnection

Opens Many Doors

When James and Fae Panico relocated to Antrim with their three children,
they were eager to put down roots and find a sense of belonging. Their
youngest daughter, Joyana, was just a year old at the time-curious, bright,
and ready to engage with the world. Like many parents new to the area,
James and Fae were looking for opportunities to help their children

connect with others and feel at home.

Their search led them to The Grapevine
Family & Community Resource Center, part of
the Monadnock Alliance for Families (MAF), a
collaborative effort of five local family-
resource centers.

Over the past year, MAF has served 2,215
families through parent education, home
visiting, and community engagement, an 11%
increase from the previous year.

That kind of growth is only possible because
of trusted community hubs like The
Grapevine, where families, including the
Panicos, find meaningful support.

For instance, their oldest daughter discovered
fun at Avenue A, the teen center run by the
Grapevine, while the younger children joined
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in family events like the Black Fly Community
Art Celebration in spring and Snow Families
in winter, seasonal traditions that helped
build friendships and memories.

But perhaps the most unexpected connection
came around a campfire.

Like many parents who visit the Grapevine,
James discovered there was something for
him, too, a monthly Dads Group, led by
longtime facilitator Rick Edmunds.

“Dads campfire time has been
a great experience for me.”

(603) 352-4209 muw.org



Monadnock

7 UNITED WAY

“Dads campfire time has been a great
experience for me,” James said.

“| feel like men tend to be more closed off,
and it’s a way for dads to get together with
other men outside their immediate circle. We
had that first thing in common-we’re all dads.
And we could relate to each other in that
way.”

As time went on, the conversations
deepened. “We became more interested in
each other’s lives and how we're ‘doing’ life,
he said. “We've had a chance to bond more,
and we even enjoyed a hike together.”

”

For the Panicos, connection is a vital part of
community. And when there’s strong
communication and interaction between
schools, families, and community
organizations, it helps everyone—from
children to grownups—become the best
versions of themselves.

“The Grapevine is full of people who are
inviting and knowledgeable, with warm
hearts,” Jlames shared. “They are always
willing to help. Whenever | meet someone
new in town, | always tell them to check it
out”

The Panico family’s story reflects what
happens when strong partnerships, trusted
community spaces, and shared experiences
come together. Thanks to the work of MAF
and its partners, more families across the
region are finding their footing and
connecting with one another.



